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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1650 13.2 4.7 20 66 99.5
1b 1142 23.7 9.1 40 59.3 68.9
1c 497 21.7 9.6 40 54.1 30
2a 1467 12.2 4.9 20 60.8 88.5
2b 825 22.6 9.4 40 56.6 49.8
2c 637 18.9 9.7 40 47.3 38.4
3a 6 11.5 3.7 20 57.5 0.4
3b 2 20 14.1 40 50 0.1
3c 4 21.3 7.9 40 53.1 0.2
4a 37 8.8 5.2 20 43.9 2.2
4b 15 20.9 11.2 40 52.3 0.9
4c 24 23.1 10.2 40 57.8 1.5
5a 134 12.3 4.1 20 61.7 8.1
5b 96 24.8 8.4 40 62 5.8
5c 37 18.5 9.4 40 46.1 2.2
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Unnecessary to list a range of areas when two have been asked for. 



Sticky Note

A generalised comment with no evidence as yet.The reference to Wilkinson is an explanation not evidence.



Sticky Note

This is a vague reference with no date. It is followed by further explanation.



Sticky Note

Reference to Francis provides some evidence but it is in need of detail.







Sticky Note

More evidence from Mitsos and Browne. The evidence from Francis and Mitsos and Browne need a clearer link to inequality since the previous point from the DFES figures was that girls are outperforming boys.



Sticky Note

Reference to Sharpe is dated given the extent of research and evidence in this area. 







Sticky Note

A generalised comment with no evidence to support it.



Sticky Note

A second area identified.



Sticky Note

Some evidence. A date would have been helpful.



Sticky Note

Explanation rather than evidence.







Sticky Note

Explanation rather than evidence.



Sticky Note

Evaluation is not required in this question the focus should be on evidence.







Sticky Note

This paragraph lacks focus on the question.



Sticky Note

There is some evidence and some detail of the evidence. This question requires candidates to focus on two areas of social life and provide detailed evidence of gender inequalities in the contemporary UK. The evidence should be linked to the particular social inequality explaining how the evidence demonstrates the inequality rather than leaving it to the examiner to make the connection. 



Sticky Note

Introductions are important in setting a tone for the essay and for demonstrating a focus on the specifics of the question. The second half of this introduction is rather generalised. 







Sticky Note

A useful reference to a key concept but in need of further development. There is some development below but it could be more detailed.  







Sticky Note

A misunderstanding of Marx's explanation of the lumpenproletariat.







Sticky Note

The candidate has cited a relevant sociologist. In order to access higher mark bands candidates must support their arguments with reference to writers.







Sticky Note

Useful positive evaluation by referring to the work of another relevant writer.



Sticky Note

Wright has been used but it is not clear that the candidate really understands his arguments.







Sticky Note

A generalised criticism in need of evidence to support the claim.







Sticky Note

The concept of meritocracy has been used but is in need of explanation. 







Sticky Note

Longer essays such as this need a conclusion which links back to the question and sums up the arguments made. This reference to Cheal is a new point and could have served as a  penultimate paragraph.



Sticky Note

Overall there is detailed knowledge and understanding of relevant theories, hence mark band 4 for AO1 but there is a need for more detailed application and interpretation of the theories and in particular the concepts used and thus it is mark band 3 for AO2. However there is enough explicit evaluation to be placed at the bottom of mark band 4 for AO3. 
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Option 1 Crime and Deviance 


 
2. (a) Explain why some sociologists argue that the media amplifies deviance. [20] 


 
This question requires an explanation of a sociological view.  The view 
should be identified and there should be detailed and accurate points of 
knowledge for AO1 band 4  There should be a good coverage of sociological 
language and reference should be made to at least two writers/evidence.  
For AO2 band 4 the points made should be explained in the context of the 
question. 


 
  Indicative content 
 


 Reference to those who favour this view such as interactionists 


 cycle of newsworthiness 


 product of news values 


 agenda setting 


 sensationalism 


 media amplification linked to media and profit 


 media and their encouragement of the general population's belief that 
society is losing traditional values linked to the work of  Furedi 


 folk devils and moral panics - Cohen 


 London riots - Briggs 


 Goode and Ben-Yehuda 


 dance culture and raves linked to the work of Thornton 


 media's amplification of black muggers in 1970s Hall 


 hippies - Young 


 Examples such as mods and rockers, dance culture, London riots may be 
used. 
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Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


4 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question 


 


7-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of the 
debate/question 


3 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/ question 


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/ question 
 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question 
 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited ability to 
select and/or interpret and/ or apply 
sociological theories/concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/ question. 
 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


 
  







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 11 


  
 (b) Evaluate the contribution of feminist explanations to an understanding of and 


deviance. [40] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory controversy 
or debate.  Answers  will focus on the debate in the question. Credit will be 
given to the effective use of supporting sociological evidence, theories and 
concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all abilities to the highest standard 
then they will be consistent with band 4.  However answers demonstrating 
knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement and evaluation may 
achieve band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and AO3. 


 


Indicative content 


 Answers should demonstrate an understanding of feminist explanations. 


 Explanations from some of the following -Marxist feminists, liberal 
feminists, radical, and postmodern - should be considered. 


 There may be reference to theories such as functionalism, Marxism and 
postmodernism but these should not be as add ons but integrated into the 
evaluation and should not form the majority of the answer. 


 There should be an understanding of the contribution that different 
feminist explanations have made to an understanding of crime and 
deviance. 


 


Expect to see some of the following: 
 


 control and societal expectations - Heidensohn 


 girls supervised by parents more than boys – Smart,  Lees supports this 
from the girls perspectives. The girls expressed concern re getting a bad 
reputation. 


 w/c girls more likely to commit offences due to lack of control linked to 
work of Carlen 


 conviction based on seriousness of offence not chivalry linked to work of 
Steward.  Some support for it in the work of Allen and later in that of 
Newburn. 


 Steward's research supported by Farrington and Morris. 


 although dated Dobash and Dobash – found that police tended not to take 
domestic violence as seriously as it should have been. 


 who are the criminals? Griffin and Willott 


 increase in female crime –  Adler. Society less patriarchal so girls more 
freedom to go out and to then possibly commit crime. Violent crime by 
women rising. 


 postmodern view re why girls and women commit crime linked to work of 
Croall 


 
Expect to see other relevant issues 


 


 Crime as a product of patriarchy and dominance 


 Chivalry thesis – courts treat men and women in different ways though 
Smart argues that in some cases, even rape, men are treated more 
sympathetically. This is supported by Walklate. 


 Opportunity structures 
 


 Reference should be made to relevant and recent political, social or public 
debate regarding issues related to crime and deviance 
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Band 
 


AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


AO3 
strands 1-3 


4 


12-14 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


12-14 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence. 
These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised and 
logical arguments. Logical 
judgements and conclusions 
will be offered based on 
explicit evaluation of the 
relevant theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined 
 


3 


8-11 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


8-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence, some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate some, 
well organised and logical 
arguments. Judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
some evaluation of the 
relevant theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined 
 


2 


4-7 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
arguments. Judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
basic evaluation of the 
theories/concepts/evidence 
examined 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
argument. Any judgements 
and conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of any 
theories/concepts/ evidence 
examined 
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (c) Assess the view that official crime statistics do not reflect the extent of white-


collar crime and corporate crime.     [40] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory controversy 
or sociological debate.  Answers  will focus on the debate in the question.  
Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting sociological evidence, 
theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all abilities to the 
highest standard then they will be consistent with band 4.  However answers 
demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement and 
evaluation may achieve band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and AO3. 


 
 Indicative content 
 


 There should be a clear understanding of what is meant by white-collar 
and corporate crime. 
- crimes committed during legitimate work for example fraud, 


computer crime insider dealing – Sutherland, Croall 
- crime committed by large organisations  such as tax evasion 


(Google, Amazon, Starbucks) – Croall, 
- subprime mortgages – Hagan 
- assessment of Sutherland – Nelkon 
- the distinction between white-collar and corporate crime - Slapper 


and Tombs 
- overlap between corporate and state crime – pollution, Michalowski 


and Kramer 
 


 Evidence of the under-representation of white-collar and corporate 
crime. Evidence from official statistics, the BCS, victim surveys, self-
report studies 
 
- under-reporting of white collar crime 
- victimless. 
- people not as fearful of white-collar and corporate crime as robbery 


and violence 
 


 Police practices: 
- Not regarded as serious by police 
- less likely to be prosecuted – often dealt with 'in-house' 


 


 Reference should be made to recent political, social or public debate 
regarding issues such as tax avoidance, global pollution, insider dealing 
by banks, Bhopal 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3) 


4 


12-14 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


12-14 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence. These are 
applied and interpreted in 
the context of the debate/ 
question 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be 
offered based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined 
 


3 


8-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


8-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/ 
concepts/evidence, some 
of which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined 


2 


4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined 
 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of 
the debate/question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited ability to select 
and/or interpret and/or 
apply sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined 
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 












1 








3 








1 








Sticky Note

This is a well focused introduction. It makes three accurate points about Marxism and social inequality and then by making the point about Lyotard demonstrates that the candidate intends to evaluate Marxist explanations. Introductions such as this set a good tone to the start of an essay. 



Sticky Note

In oder to access the higher mark bands candidates must make accurate reference to relevant writers/sociologists. The best essays will reference at least one writer in each paragraph. 



Sticky Note

This is a detailed consideration of Gramsci and includes some positive evaluation. Candidates might want to consider how often they themselves use words/phrases such as ....this is supported by....







Sticky Note

There is a reference back to hegemony in this paragraph whilst at the same time moving the essay forward by the use of an evaluative point. 



Sticky Note



Viv

Sticky Note

The use of relevant concepts such as role allocation demonstrates knowledge and understanding.Once again the evaluative point makes reference to Marxist explanations demonstrating there is still a focus on the specifics of the question.



Sticky Note

Another relevant sociologist. And again there is detailed knowledge and understanding demonstrated.







Sticky Note

A rather brief reference to Weberianism in need of development. 



Sticky Note

Evaluation but in need of detail.



Sticky Note

It is best to try to learn to spell names correctly. 







Sticky Note

Evaluation which makes more implicit than explicit links to the specifics of the question but which however does demonstrate detailed knowledge and understanding of an alternative view.







Sticky Note

Detailed knowledge and understanding of three relevant sociologists as well as one who makes a critique of Marxist explanations therefore it is in mark band 4 for AO1 but not full marks. The knowledge is applied and interpreted and is therefore also mark band 4 for AO2 and there is for the most part an evaluative tone and evaluation largely permeates the essay thus AO3 is also mark band 4. 



Sticky Note

This whole paragraph is explanation rather than evidence. It is important to read the specifics of all questions and this question asks for evidence.







Sticky Note

This paragraph is rather vague. 



Sticky Note

A second area identified.



Sticky Note

A relevant example linked to an accurate concept.







Sticky Note

This is an example with no evidence to support it.



Sticky Note

Two areas have been identified. Both lack evidence but there are two examples in the second one. The emphasis is on explanation rather than evidence. Therefore the top of basic for AO1 but there is enough accurate selection and interpretation of relevant material to go to the bottom of mark band 3 for AO2.  



Sticky Note

In a 20 mark question such as this it is important to focus on the specifics of the question from the outset. The candidate has identified why the media might amplify deviance. This is referred to in the last sentence of this paragraph but is in need of development.
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GCE A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY 
 


SUMMER 2017 MARK SCHEME 
 


COMPONENT 3 
 


MARK SCHEME 
Section A 
 
1. (a) Identify evidence of gender inequalities in two areas of social life in the 


contemporary UK. Illustrate your answer with reference to supporting 
evidence for each area identified.   [20] 


 
Answers should identify two areas of social life. For both areas answers 
should use 
appropriate evidence such as official statistics and/or sociological research.  
The evidence cited should clearly demonstrate the inequality identified in the 
question. The AO2 marks will reflect the selection of appropriate evidence. 


 


For band 4 AO1 there should be more than one piece of evidence cited for 
each area identified. 
 
Areas of social life may be: 


 


 Education - for example: 
- differential attainment, DfE statistics showing differences linked to 


gender. 
- Youth Cohort Studies. 
- subject choices – EOC, Thomas. 
- girls' aspirations and treatment of girls in school - Lees, Sharpe 
- streaming, setting and processes inside schools: Mirza, Fuller, Mac an 


Ghaill. 
- educational achievement -  Francis 
- laddism and ladettes – Jackson 
- differential experiences and inequalities – Skelton 
- ethnicity and achievement - Gilborn and Mirza. 
- masculinities linked to boys 'underachievement'. 
 


 Crime and deviance - for example: 
- patterns of offending, official police statistics, British Crime Survey and 


prison populations linked to gender. 
- evidence, such as Hall, linked to labelling, stop and search, patterns of 


policing. 
- Taylor, Walton and Young, Phillips and Bowling, 
- Heidensohn, Adler, Smart, Croall. 
- Messerschmidt, Katz, Lyng, Winlow. 


 


 Health - for example: 
- patterns of gender  inequalities in statistics, such as the ONS, with 


reference to mortality and morbidity. 
- Health Survey for England. 
- women  often spend less time and money on their own health – linked 


to ideas of Graham 
- cultural factors – Perron – males who live alone 
- material factors – studies such as Arber and Thomas and Popay and 


Bartley 
- young male suicides – Taylor and Field 
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Work - for example   
- patterns of gender  inequalities in statistics, such as the ONS, with 


reference to job levels and occupations and the EOC 
- Gendered pay – statistics from Cranfield school of management 
- Reserve army of labour – Beechey 
- Women and Work Commission 
- vertical and horizontal segregation, the glass and the concrete ceiling, 


dual labour market theory. 
 


Examples and evidence from other areas such as families and 
households, youth culture and media may also be used 


 
 
 


Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


4 


12-14  marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question 
 
 
 


6 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and 
relevant selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence. These are applied and 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question 


3 


8-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question 
 


4-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate some accurate 
and relevant selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence, some of which are applied 
and interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question 


2 


4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question 
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question 
 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited ability to 
select and/or interpret and/ or apply 
sociological theories/concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question 
 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (b) Evaluate the contribution of Marxist explanations to an understanding of 


social inequalities.  [40] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory, 
controversy or sociological debate.  Answers will focus on the debate in the 
question.  Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting sociological 
evidence, theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all abilities to 
the highest standard then they will be consistent with band 4. However 
answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement 
and evaluation may achieve band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and 
AO3. 


 
Indicative content 


 


 Expect to see evaluation of Marxist and neo-Marxist explanations. 


 Answers should focus on an evaluation of Marxist explanations to an 
understanding of social inequalities 


 Answers should focus on the notions of the contribution and 
understanding of Marxist explanations of social inequalities. 


 
- Conflict linked to social class structure 
- base/superstructure – linked to the work of Althusser 
- ideas of the state in relation to social inequalities and power linked to 


the work of Miliband and Poulantzas 
- Ruling class ideology – a distortion of reality through socialisation and 


other processes. 
- false class consciousness – of the working class - linked to ruling 


class ideology. 
- Exploitation and oppression which both increase social inequalities. 
- cultural, economic and social capital - Bourdieu   
- hardening of class inequalities – Westergaard 


 
 


Alternative explanations/theories of social inequalities should also be 
considered such as: 


- functionalist 
- Feminist 
- Postmodernist 
- Weberian/neo-Weberian 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


12-14 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


12-14 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence. These are 
applied and interpreted in 
the context of the debate/ 
question 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised and 
logical arguments. Logical 
judgements and conclusions 
will be offered based on 
explicit evaluation of the 
relevant theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined 
 


3 


8-11 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


8-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence, some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate some, 
well organised and logical 
arguments. Judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
some evaluation of the 
relevant theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined 
 


2 


4-7 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
arguments. Judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
basic evaluation of the 
theories/concepts/evidence 
examined 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited ability to select 
and/or interpret and/or 
apply sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
argument. Any judgements 
and conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of any 
theories/concepts/evidence 
examined 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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(c) Discuss sociological explanations of the relationship between  ethnicity and   
social inequalities.  [40] 


 
Answers will make judgements of the sociological concept, theory, 
controversy or sociological debate.  Answers will focus on the debate in the 
question. Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting sociological 
evidence, theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all abilities to 
the highest standard then they will be consistent with band 4.  However 
answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, judgement 
and evaluation may achieve band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and 
AO3. 


 
Indicative content 


 


 Answers should demonstrate a discussion of inequalities linked to ethnic 
differences. 


 A clear distinction should be made between different ethnic groups 
(minorities and majority) 


 Expect to see an evaluation of theories such as Weberian/neo-Weberian, 
Marxism/neo-Marxism, postmodernism, feminism and theories of racism. 


 
Ideas and writers referred to may include: 


 
 Migration and assimilation – Park critiqued by Richardson and Lambert 
 Marxist explanations for example Castles and Kosack 
 Weberian/neo-Weberian explanations such as Barron and Norris - dual 


labour market 
 asylum seekers and refugees linked to the work of Gibney, Garner and 


others 
 research on Polish migrants in Manchester – Bielewska 


 Institutional racism – Macpherson Report 
 
Areas of social inequalities that may be used include: 


 
 Health inequalities 


- Differences in some ethnic groups and diseases for example 
increased risk of stroke in African and African-Caribbean community. 


- Women from some ethnic groups less likely to attend pre -natal clinics 
due to intimidation/language/female doctor may not be available 


- midwives study – Bowler 
- racial harassment and poor health linked to the work of Karlsen and 


Nazroo 
 


 Work: 
- Some ethnic groups concentrated in low paid work. Link back to 


Weberian/neo-Weberian explanations and also to work of Amin. 
 


 Housing: 
- Some ethnic groups are living in poor housing 
- private sector rents 
- inner city 'ghettoes' 


 
 Reference should be made to relevant and recent political, social or public 


debate regarding issues related to ethnic inequalities – such as 
employment, housing and health and also to refugees. 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


12-14 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


12-14 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence. These are 
applied and interpreted in 
the context of the debate/ 
question 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed, 
well organised and logical 
arguments. Logical judgements 
and conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit evaluation of 
the relevant theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined 
 
 


3 


8-11 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


8-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence, some of which 
are applied and interpreted 
in the context of the 
debate/ question 
 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate some, 
well organised and logical 
arguments. Judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
some evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/evidence 
examined 


2 


4-7 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, 
apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence in the context of 
the debate/question 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
arguments. Judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
basic evaluation of the 
theories/concepts/evidence 
examined 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited ability to select 
and/or interpret and/ or 
apply sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the debate/ 
question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
argument. Any judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
limited evaluation of any 
theories/concepts/evidence 
examined 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


 
  












2. (a) Explain why some sociologists argue that the media amplifies deviance. [20]


Either,


(b) Evaluate the contribution of feminist explanations to an understanding of crime and 
deviance. [40]


Or,
(c) Assess the view that official crime statistics do not  reflect the extent of white-collar and 


corporate crime. [40]








Sticky Note

In a 20 mark question such as this it is important to focus on the specifics of the question from the outset. The candidate has identified why the media might amplify deviance. This is referred to in the last sentence of this paragraph but is in need of development.







Sticky Note

A second explanation again in need of development.



Sticky Note

A rather vague point with no evidence to support it.



Sticky Note

A focused response albeit rather short. The three points are all in need of development. Some knowledge and understanding and some interpretation. Mark band 3 for both AO1 and AO2.







Sticky Note

One contribution to an understanding of crime and deviance identified and explained.



Sticky Note

Reference to a relevant feminist. 



Sticky Note

Candidates should try to learn the correct spelling of the names of sociologists.







Sticky Note

A rather vague criticism. Again lack of clarity.



Sticky Note

This point needs to be supported by the work of specific feminists.



Sticky Note

Lack of clarity.



Sticky Note

This could be linked to the work of specific feminists.



Sticky Note

This point does not necessarily follow from the previous point.



Sticky Note

The work of Hirschi is relevant and there is some explanation.







Sticky Note

Assertion. It needs evidence to support the claim being made.







Sticky Note

This argument has not really been developed in the main body of the essay. 



Sticky Note

Generalisation which lacks supporting evidence.







Sticky Note

It is important to write a conclusion but this is rather vague. It needs to be a clearer summation of the arguments that have been made. 



Sticky Note

This response fits the descriptors for mark band 3 for all three AOs. There is some knowledge and understanding, some interpretation and some evaluation. Therefore 10+10+7
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1. (a) Identify evidence of gender inequalities in two areas of social life in the contemporary UK.
Illustrate your answer with reference to supporting evidence for each area identified.


[20]


Either,


(b) Evaluate the contribution of Marxist explanations to an understanding of social inequalities.
[40]


Or,


(c) Discuss sociological explanations of the relationship between ethnicity and social 
inequalities.  [40]








Sticky Note

A useful start by identifying the sociologists who tend to hold the view.  



Sticky Note

reference to Becker but followed by a generalised point.







Sticky Note

A more focused reference but no link to the specifics of the question and why the media amplifies deviance just a basic description of what happened.



Sticky Note

A basic response. 



Sticky Note

Lombroso is very dated and is not a feminist explanation. Candidates should be advised to start with the explanation identified in the question. 







Sticky Note

Parsons is also not a feminist thus the candidate is still not focused on the specifics of the question. 



Sticky Note

This is relevant as a critique of some feminist explanations but it needs to be made after a discussion of feminist explanations.



Sticky Note



Sticky Note

Walklate and Heidensohn are two relevant feminists.







Sticky Note

Relevant discussion of the social control of women with reference to relevant sociologists and accurate concepts.







Sticky Note

Detailed knowledge and understanding of the arguments made by Carlen. 











Sticky Note

Relevant contribution to the understanding of feminist explanations re crime and deviance. 



Sticky Note

Positive evaluation from another feminist. 







Sticky Note

Although the candidate has made little reference to males. 



Sticky Note

After a shaky start in terms of focusing on the specifics of the question the candidate does address feminist explanations in relation to an understanding of crime and deviance.It can be placed at the bottom of mark band 4 for all three AOs.











